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their studies, were the first to formulate the doctrine of
consumers* co-operation. . . .
Miss Beatrice Potter, in her book The Co-operative
Movement in Great Britain, published in iSgi,1 devoted
considerable space to describing the progress of distri-
butive co-operative societies in England; in the last two
chapters, entitled "A State within a State" and "The
Ideal and the Fact," she boldly tackled co-operative
theory. In these pages she puts forward a number of very
suggestive ideas which are all the more remarkable when
one remembers the date at which the book was pub-
lished. Since then, in collaboration with her husband,
Mr. Sidney Webb, who held office in Mr. MacDonald's
first Socialist Cabinet, Mrs* Webb has published two
volumes, A Constitution for the Socialist Commonwealth
(1920) and The Consumers* Co-operativeMovement(1921).*
These works expand and strengthen in many respects
the doctrine which she had already stated in 1891.
Nevertheless, vastly interesting as are the works of this
English writer, co-operators throughout the world have
for a long time been practically unanimous in recog-
nising Charles Gide as the originator and chief exponent
of the theory and doctrine of consumers* co-operation—
one might even say of a general theory of co-operation,
since Gide, although he preferred to keep to the study of
consumers' co-operative societies, described with sym-
pathy and affection all forms of co-operative organisation.
The present article, however, is concerned only with a
study of Gide's ideas on consumers' co-operation.
#	*	*	#   *       *
Charles Gide first expounded his co-operative theories
in his Conferences de Propagande sur la Cooperation^ which
are justly famous and in which he endeavoured to foresee
the changes which the co-operative principle, if extended
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